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TEXT:  John 14:6 
THEME:  IS JESUS THE ONLY WAY TO HEAVEN? 

1. Aren’t All Religions Basically the Same? 
2. Isn’t One Religion as Good as Any Other? 
3. Aren’t Christians Snobs to Say Jesus Is the Only Way? 

 
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me." NIV 
 
Dear fellow disciples of the risen and living Jesus Christ: 
 
Our Savior Jesus often surprised people with teachings that cut across the grain of human 
nature:  Lose your life to save it.  The first will be last.  The meek will inherit the earth.  
Rejoice in persecution.  Pray for your enemies.  It’s better to give than to receive.  Turn the 
other cheek.  But by far, the most outrageous assertion Jesus ever made—his most 
politically incorrect claim of all—was when he declared in our text: "I am the way and the 
truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me."  
 
This claim rankles people like no other.  It’s been called arrogant, narrow-minded, bigoted, 
and snobbish.  Why is this claim so controversial?  One reason is that it strikes at the core 
of three great myths about religion:  Aren’t all religions basically the same?  Isn’t one 
religion as good as any other?  Aren’t Christians snobs to say Jesus is the only way?  With 
the help of the Holy Spirit this morning, let’s do some myth-busting. 
 
The first myth says that when you get right down to it, ALL RELIGIONS ARE BASICALLY 
THE SAME. Now, there is some common ground among many of the world’s religions, 
especially in the areas of basic values and morality.  But Jesus himself put Christianity in a 
separate class all by itself.  Christianity cannot be reconciled with any other religion.  Other 
religious leaders say, “Follow me and I’ll show you how to find truth,” but Jesus says, “I am 
the truth.”  Other religious leaders say, “Follow me and I’ll show you the way to salvation,” 
but Jesus says, “I am the way to eternal life.”  Other religious leaders say, “Follow me and 
I’ll show you how to become enlightened,” but Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.”  
Other religious leaders say, “Follow me and I’ll show you many doors that lead to God,” but 
Jesus says, “I am the door.”  Then, Jesus says, “Follow me.”   
 
There are other fundamental differences between Christianity and other world religions as 
well.  Christianity says there is one eternal God who created the universe.  Hinduism says 
everything is God—you’re god, I’m god, this podium is god.  Islam denies Jesus was God 
or that he died for our sins.  Buddha may not have even believed in God!  These beliefs 
cannot all be true at the same time; they contradict each other too thoroughly. 
 
So all religions are not the same.  Other religious leaders may offer wise sayings and 
helpful insights, but only Jesus Christ—because he is the perfect Son of God—is qualified 
to offer himself as full payment for all our sins, all our wrongdoing.  No other religious 
leader even pretended to be able to do that!  Jesus’ own words dispel the myth that all 
paths lead to God.  Myth number one:  BUSTED! 
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The second myth Jesus dispels is related to the first.  This myth says that even though 
Christianity is different, it’s still just one philosophy among many, and that it’s only as valid 
as any other religion.  You have your truth and I have mine.  This idea is the current 
“religion” of the USA:  Tolerance.  We want to be tolerant, loving, accepting, and respectful 
of all.  Under our Constitution, all religious viewpoints are equally protected.  But don’t 
assume that means they are equally valid.  That is just not the case. 
 
How do we know Jesus was telling the truth when he said, “I am the way and the truth 
and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me”?  Well, Jesus backs up 
his claim with unique credentials that make him uniquely credible.  Jesus authenticated his 
claim of being God by fulfilling dozens of centuries old prophecies against every 
mathematical odd.  These prophecies were like a thumbprint that only the Messiah would 
be able to fit—and, in all of history, it only fits Jesus.  Unlike other religious leaders, Jesus 
performed great miracles that further authenticated his claim to being God.  And in the most 
spectacular demonstration of his deity, Jesus fulfilled his own prediction by being 
resurrected from the dead in an historical event that was witnessed by more than 500 
people and sparked a spiritual revolution unparalleled in history.   
 
Friends, Christianity is not a philosophy; it’s a reality.  Jesus didn’t just claim he was the 
one-and-only Son of God; he validated his claim like nobody else in history.  So, myth 
number two is busted!  When Jesus claims to be the only way to God, his credentials back 
him up. 
 
The third myth says that we Christians are snobbish when we say Jesus is the only way to 
heaven.  I would agree that we Christians are snobs if there were lots of ways to heaven 
and we insisted that ours was best.  But that isn’t true.  The truth is that someone has to 
pay the penalty for our sins that separate us from God.  Jesus, by virtue of his sinlessness 
and divinity, is the only one qualified to be our substitute.  That’s the reality of the situation.  
It is not snobbish to tell others about the only way they can be saved from eternal torment 
in hell, about the only way to have real meaning and purpose in their earthly life, about the 
only way to enjoy the peace and wonder of heaven with God for all eternity. 
 
When I hear the word snobbish I automatically think of an exclusive, ritzy country club that 
bars most people from membership in one way or another.  Christianity says that anybody 
who wants in can come in because Jesus has already paid for your membership.  Rich or 
poor, black or white, regardless of your ethnic heritage or where you live, we would love to 
include you.  Entry is not based on your qualifications.  Just come!  Accept your Savior’s 
gracious invitation.  We aren’t saying we’re better than anyone else.  We’re just beggars 
telling other beggars where to find food.  So myth number three is busted!  We Christians 
are not snobs for telling others the only way to heaven. 
 
Never back down, never remain silent, never apologize for insisting that faith in Jesus is the 
only way to heaven, because Jesus IS the only way to heaven; Jesus, who lived, died, and 
rose for us, said so himself.  Let all God’s people say:  Amen! 
 

—Pastor Richard D. Starr 

 


